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Introduction
 This was the fi rst year for this examination and this introduced new topics and assessment 
objectives to candidates. Candidates from all centres displayed excellent knowledge of Islam. 
However, some candidates are writing more than is required, necessitating the need for extra 
paper. The answer booklet is designed to give adequate space for answers. If candidates make 
errors or need extra paper they should be encourage to write on the extra pages marked ‘blank 
pages’ at the end of the paper, clearly stating in the answer space that they have done so, rather 
than attaching extra sheets.

There were a large number of candidates not indicating which question they were answering. 
Candidates must put a cross the appropriate box before writing the answer to the question.

There was also a number of rubric infringements by candidates. Rubric offences are when the 
candidate answers a mixture of the two questions (for example they answer 1(a), 1(b), 2(c) and 
2(d)). This means that candidates can only be awarded marks for the whole question for which 
they achieve the highest marks.

QWC (quality of written communication) was assessed in part (c) questions. The level of the 
response was determined by the Religious Studies content and then the QWC was considered. The 
lower mark of each level was awarded only if the answer did not fulfi l the QWC descriptor. Hand 
writing was not a criterion for assessing QWC. 
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 Question 1 (a) 

    

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

Examiner Comments

The majority of candidates gained two marks for this question. Those 
candidates who did not use the specifi cation defi nitions often did not 
display a clear understanding of what the word meant.

This is an example of a correct defi nition. The candidate has used the 
specifi cation defi nition appropriately.
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Question 1 (b, c, d )
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Examiner Comments

In this example for part (b) the candidate has not answered the question and consequently can not be 
awarded any marks. The part (b) questions now assess Assessment Objective 2, which is looking for 
the candidates own opinion with supporting reasons and evidence. 

For part (c) the example shown here is a full mark answer demonstrating knowledge of the belief in 
akhirah and understanding of how this affects the lives of Muslims.
In part (d) this response gives developed reasons for the different points of view.

Examiner Tip

On the (b) questions candidates must give two 
reasons for their opinion and give development for 
these.
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 Question 2 (a) 
    

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

  
Examiner Comments

Question 2 was a less popular question than question 1 in this section. 
The majority of candidates gained full marks on part (a) of this 
question.

This is an example of a response that gained full marks by giving a 
correct defi nition.

Examiner Tip

Learn and use the specifi cation defi nitions for the 
key words.
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 Question 2 (b, c, d)
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Examiner Comments

This question was much less popular than question 1. Many candidates 
did not get the higher marks due to a lack of understanding of the key 
issues and in some cases not answering the question. Candidates should 
be encouraged to read the question slowly and carefully consider what 
it is the question is actually asking.

In part (b) of this example the candidate clearly gives their opinion "no" 
and then goes on to give a developed reason.

In part (c) this candidate gives one developed reason to why risalah is 
important for Muslims.

This example of (d)(i) shows the candidate giving one reason for their 
own opinion whilst in (d)(ii) their response shows an understanding of 
the reasons why someone may disagree with their opinion.

Examiner Tip

Practice developing reasons by writing a reason and 
then adding some supporting evidence or example.
This is then clearly a developed reason and 
examiners will recognise this and award marks.
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    Question 3 (a) 

  

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Examiner Comments

The majority of candidates answered this question correctly. There 
were some candidates who gained 1 mark for a partially correct answer 
for saying that the masjid was a 'place of worship'. This is an example 
of a correct response.
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Question 3 (b, c, d) 
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Examiner Comments

Question 3 was the most popular in this section. Candidates again 
showed a strength in knowledge and understanding in Islam but were 
weaker at giving opinions and reasons for them.

This example is brief and to the point, and uses the space wisely. There 
is no need for extended writing to gain full marks if the relevant points 
have already been made.

In this example of part (b) the candidate gives one developed reason.

For part (c) the candidate gives three reasons why the mosque is 
important to the Muslim community.

And in part (d) this candidates shows the ability to give their own 
opinion with reasons, however the answer is weaker when required to 
recognise the alternative opinion and the reasons for it.

Examiner Tip

Candidates should be encouraged to give 
alternative points of view and recognise the 
reasons for them.
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Question 4 (a) 
    

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

Examiner Comments

Only about half of candidates on this question gained two marks, the 
rest of the candidates generally scored zero.

This is an example of a correct answer.
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Question 4 (b, c, d) 
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Examiner Comments

Although question three was more popular, candidates overall 
performed better on these questions than question three. 

In this example this candidate understood the questions extremely well 
and answered them confi dently. There is an obvious balance between 
the two assessment objectives.

Examiner Tip

Time should be spent preparing the candidates to 
answer the question set.
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 Question 5 (a) 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

Examiner Comments

In section three both questions were equally popular.

This section saw a large number of rubric offences. This is when a 
candidate swaps between the two questions. Marks are awarded for the 
question they would have gained the most on, however, this still leads 
to candidate not achieving as many marks as they could have had they 
answered all the parts of one question.

The majority of candidates gained two marks on this question. This is 
an example of one correct response.

Examiner Tip

Candidates should be encouraged to cross out the 
question they have not chosen to do to avoid rubric 
infringements.
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Question 5 (b, c, d) 
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Examiner Comments

This question proved to be popular with candidates and it was obvious from the responses 
that they had been well prepared to answer the questions.

In this example for part (b) the candidate has given two reasons for their own opinion, 
and develops one of these. The mark scheme was looking for arguments about one's 
intention (niyyah) being more important than the act; and evidence that some good 
Muslims might be exempted because of illness etc.

In part (c) the mark scheme was expecting reasons such as it being the defi ning moment 
in hajj and that it reminds Muslims of how they will stand before Allah on the Day of 
judgement.

Examiner Tip

It is important to have the knowledge of Islamic 
belief, practice and teachings and understand how 
this affects people lives.
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     Question 6 (a) 
  

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

Examiner Comments

This question was answered well with more than half of candidates 
gaining 2 marks.

This is an example of a correct answer.
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Question 6 (b, c, d) 
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Examiner Comments

In this question the best answers were confi dent about the pillars of 
Islam and why id-ul-Adha is important for Muslims.

In this example the candidate gives one developed reason in the part 
(b) question.

In part (c) question there is no relevant information given, whilst in 
part (d) the candidate gives a developed reason for their own opinion 
and recognises the alternative point of view and offers a simple reason 
to support this.

Examiner Tip

The formulas used in the legacy specifi cation 
to help structure answers do not work with the 
new specifi cation. For (d) questions on the new 
specifi cation candidates should remember one way 
to gain full marks is to give three reasons for and 
three against the statement.
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 Question 7 (a) 
    

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Examiner Comments

Less than half of candidates gained full marks on this question. This is 
an example of a correct defi nition.

Examiner Comments

In this example the candidate has given the answer to part (b) in part 
(a) space. This is acceptable and will be marked. If a candidate starts 
or continues an answer elsewhere it is advisable to state this in the 
appropriate answer space.
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   Question 7 (b, c, d) 
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Examiner Comments

There was evidence that many candidates ran out of time on this 
section. Care should be given to exam preparation and wise use of 
time. 

Many teachers have asked what is meant by development? The mark 
scheme for this question shows that a development of the reason for 
the opinion is when a candidate offers some more supporting evidence. 
For example: It is in the Shari'ah (brief reason) to help Muslims follow 
the straight path (development of the reason).

In this example for part (b) the candidate gives their opinion and 
continues on about the Quran etc. This is justifi cation for their opinion. 
The reasons are considered to be those of the candidate until the 
candidate states otherwise.

Examiner Tip

Candidates should avoid saying ‘others think...’ as 
marks can only be given for their own opinion.
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 Question 8 (a) 
    

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Examiner Comments

This question was not answered well, the majority of candidates gained 
only 1 mark for a partially correct answer. Although many candidates 
thought they knew the defi nition, they really needed to give the 
specifi cation glossary defi nition (or an alternative wording) to gain the 
full marks. In particular there needed to be clear evidence that the 
candidate understood the difference between sadaqah and zakah so 
there had to be some concept of voluntary giving in the answer.
This is an example of a correct answer.
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 Question 8 (b, c, d) 
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Examiner Comments

As with question 7 there was evidence that candidates may have run 
out of time as the majority of candidates did not gain the full marks 
available in this question. 

In this example the candidate gives one developed reason in response 
to part (b), whilst in part (c) the candidate gives three reasons why 
a Muslim organisation should work to relieve world poverty/and or 
suffering in the UK.

Examiner Tip

In this part (c) question candidates were required 
to give reasons for the work, not examples or a 
description of the work. It is important to make 
sure that you answer the question set.
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    The responses seen in this examination showed that the candidates were in general well taught 
and have a good understanding of Islamic belief, practice and teaching. However, they often do 
not achieve important marks by being under prepared to give their own opinions and recognise 
that some people may disagree with them with reasons.

Grad boundaries:

Grade Max. Mark A* A B C D E F G U

Raw mark boundary 80 63 54 45 36 30 24 18 12 0

Uniform mark scale boundary 100 90 80 70 60 50 40 30 20 0
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